The message is that with this understanding, you will be able to monitor the progress of your patient, and should deterioration set in to intervene before it is too late. A recent article in the British Medical Journal by a group of neurosurgeons suggests that this approach alone is no longer enough. Instead of waiting and watching for deterioration, they suggest that we should be spotting the high risk cases and submitting them to CAT scanning before deterioration occurs. This permits much earlier intervention and greatly reduces the risks. The advent of this new philosophy does not make the clinical skills taught in this book unnecessary. They will long remain essential. But the old skills and concepts need to be incorporated within a new framework. Until the fifth edition emerges, I would suggest that anyone who purchases this book should staple a photocopy of the article by the group of neurosurgeons inside the back cover (Brit Med J 1984; 288: 938-985) . 
